“The Power of Words”

- How Many Words Do You Need? Do You Know?



English Vocabulary Statistics

1. How many different words exist in English”

2. How many different words do you need?

3. How many different words do you know?
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How many words exist in English?

The Oxford English Dictionary (OED)

The OED + all technical, scientific,
commercial, and specialised

dictionaries and glossaries
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SCIENTIFIC
AMERICAN 00,000+

Harvard Business Review

NUMBER OF FT 7= 80,000
DIFFERENT WORDS*
APPEARING IN DIFFERENT FORTUNE
PUBLICATIONS TIME 50,000

OVER A 12-MONTH PERIOD

The Wasﬁington Post

* HOW MANY WORDS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE? DAILY4EXPRESS 20,000

"There is no single sensible answer to this question.
It's difficult to count the number of words in a language

because it's challenging to determine what actually qualifies as a word. m 1 5 OOO
y

The noun 'dog' refers to an animal, and the verb means 'to follow

persistently' ('beharrlich verfolgen'). But is 'dog-tired' a word, or are
these just two words joined together? Similarly, is 'hot dog' two words, LQOK AT WELL, L 8 OOO
or one? It can also be written as 'hot-dog' or even 'hotdog." - L ’

1,000

Peanuts
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eavesdrop
blurb
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OWAD words
and phrases are
selected from the

English proficiency
levels of
near-native (C1)
and native (C2)
speakers

Should you have any questions
concerning the rationale for this test,

feel free to contact us at: paul@smith.de




